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Carpet Cleaning Tips and Tips for Hiring a Carpet Cleaner 

 

Before you roll out the red carpet, make sure it's clean. Today we are talking dirty about 

carpet: how to buy it, how to clean it and how to protect it from everyday wear and tear. 

 

The carpet industry began in the late 1700s in Philadelphia, and today almost half of the 

carpet in the world is made in the United States (most of it in Dalton, Georgia). Even 

homes without carpeting most likely have area rugs on their floors. But whatever you 

have, you have to keep it clean. 

 

Q: Why do new carpets sometimes produce excess fibers in high traffic areas? 

 

A: It sometimes takes a period of time for the excess fiber in a carpet to work to the 

carpet surface. Vacuum frequently using a vacuum with a beater bar, and over time the 

excess fiber will be eliminated. 

 

Q: How do you remove the carpet "dimples" made by furniture legs? 

 

A: Put ice cubes in the dimples and let the ice melt overnight, then fluff the depressed 

area with the tines of a fork. 

 

Q: What is the best way to spot-clean carpets? 

 

A: Different kinds of spills require different kinds of stain removal. For example: 

 

Juice spills: Generously pour club soda over the juice; the carbonation in the soda causes 

the juice to bubble up, and the salts in the soda prevent the spill from staining. Blot 

thoroughly. For larger stains, stand on the blotting cloth to help wick the liquid into the 

cloth. 

 

Mystery stains: Add 1 teaspoon ammonia to 1/2 cup hydrogen peroxide and pour on the 

stain. Blot immediately. If all the stain does not lift out of the carpet, add more solution to 

the stain and let it set for approximately 30 minutes, then blot again. Flush the area with 

cool water.  

 

Mud and dirt: Sprinkle a heavy layer of table salt over the mud and dirt and let it dry, 

then vacuum. 

Coffee: Squirt shaving cream on the stain and work in with a damp cloth. Rinse with 

water. 

 

Red wine: Neutralize with white wine, then blot. Keep adding white wine and blotting 

until the stain is removed. All-natural wine stain removers are also available and work 

quite well. 

 

Nail polish: Pour acetone into a spoon and drip the liquid onto the polish. Tap the stain 

with the spoon to help loosen the stain. Begin to blot, pulling up slightly on the carpet 



nap. Repeat until the stain is removed. This can be a tedious procedure, so take your time 

and take breaks if necessary, since overexposure to acetone can cause irritation to the 

eyes, nose and throat. Also, make sure the area you are working in is well ventilated. 

When the stain has been removed, flush the area with club soda to remove the acetone. 

 

Carpet Cleaning Tip: Vacuum across the nap of the carpet; then vacuum in the direction 

of the nap to restore it to its original appearance. 

 

 

Tips for Hiring an In-Home Carpet Cleaner 

 

Before you call someone to come in and clean your carpet, check out these valuable tips:  

 

Call around, check prices and find out what methods are used to clean the carpets. 

 

Find out whether the company charges to clean by the square foot. Measure your rooms 

by multiplying length by width to get the room's square footage. 

 

Ask how they clean carpets. Steam-cleaning or extraction is the best choice. Portable 

cleaners are not as strong at extracting the dirt as what is known as a truck-mounted unit. 

 

Ask about furniture fees, Find out whether they move the furniture or if you need to do 

the moving. If the company does it, there may be a fee.  

 

Finally, ask whether the company is insured. If your carpet or anything else in your house 

gets damaged, you need to know whether the company will repair or replace the damaged 

items. 

 

Whether you have wall-to-wall carpet, an area rug or a red carpet, you've made an 

expensive investment for your home. Taking proper care of your carpets will help them 

last longer and continue to look good over the years.  

 
This paper is intended for informational purposes only. Nothing contained herein constitutes legal, 

financial or other professional advice. Transmission of these materials is not intended to create, and receipt 

does not constitute, any relationship of any kind between the provider and the recipient. Some of these 

points may not apply in your area. Different term and conditions may vary from state to state and province 

to province. All articles, text and photographic material presented here is for the use and pleasure of the 

recipient only. 

 


